BLUE GRASS BLADE 



! AIM TO CUT DOWN ERROR AND ESTAELISH TRUTH. 



VOLUME XV. NUMBER 4u ,f *S? ~ 



LEXINGTON. KY, JANUARY 13, 1907 



PUBLISHED WEEKLY, $7.30 A TEAS El ADVANCE 



Three Principal Dogmas 
01 Christian Church 



ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY MUST STAND 
OR FALL UPON THE FOUNDATION IT 
HAS BUILT--TO BELIEVE THEM 
MAN'S MIND MUST 
BE ABNORMAL 



MEN MUST CEASE TO FOLLOW IN THE 

TRAIL OF TIME HONO^D SUPERSTITION 



(BY JUDGE PARISH B. LADD.) 



Christianity In all its e 




Third.— Restoration 
death and burial. 

Christianity must stand or fall on 
the truth or falsehood of these conjoint 
dogmas. 

All visible nature and all human ex- 
perience negative these dogmas. If 
true, they can be proven only outside 
of all our faculties. This, at once, sug- 
gests an Impossibility, for belief la the 
result of the exercise of one's faculties, 
not as the church would have It, blind 
faith, with mere dictum as a base. To 
believe, or pretended believer, the 
must be In an abnormal conditio*, 
out of the channel of mankind in gen- 
eral, not sane, uballanced, non com- 
pos meritles. This state of the mind 
m»v urine from an* on« ; fMBT" "Urn 

erous causes. Inheritance, natural nval 

formation of brain, real training, Im- 
proper food to keep the body in a 
healthy condition for the reception of 
truth, environment too powerful to be 
resisted by 
the result of overtaxing the mental 
faculties or their perversion by the 
undue Influence of others, or by force 
". preconceived notions. 

What has here been said applies to 
real, not to outward professed belief 
In the three cardinal dogmas of Chris- 
tianity, coition, issue and resurrection 
after death. No rational, sane human 
being, can posBlbly, by the exercise of 
t'..e slightest reason, such as belongs 
to mankind in a normal state, believe 
in a single one of these three claims. 
Rut say our opponents, the world Is 



I of I 



which I 



lief and professed belief 
different things. When 
on to meet the assertion of our oppo- 
nents, we are confronted with such a 
variety of circumstances that to treat 
them all, would be out oi the question. 

Real belief, as aforesaid, cannot 
arise where even a minimum of reason 
exists in an untrammeled condition. 

Now for professional belief, and this 
is all our opponeuu have to rely on 
in* support of their assertions. That 



It may be safely laid down that all 
men are selfish, even In things where 
It does not so appear to the casual 00- 
barren waste. What man does for oth- 
er" though seemingly unselfish has 
ego; without this Instinct, for It Is an 
instinct, it is nature's, only means of 
the continuous of life on uur earth. 
Self preservation Is the oldest, first 
and most vital 'aw of nature; without 
It our little earth would have been a 
barren waste. What man does 
others, tho seemingly unselfish, 
self at the bottom ; he does It because 
It makes him feel better for the act 
he derives pleasure to hlmBelf by 
doing good to others. Clergym 
while members of the humorous type I 
are a distinct variety of It, even among 
them, there are subvarieties. The 
higher order, know their religion Is 
false, few of them being endowed with 
. conscience, throw off tie long worn 
garments of Christianity, come to the 
front and brave the storm of tirade 
heaped on them by their co-actors, and 
enter the lecture field or engage In 
other pursuits. The next claea, Mke 
the higher order, see the truth, but 
falling to see a living outside the old 
ruts, continue repeating old biblical 
fables In a half atupor. with a guilty 
conscience. The next order were born 
too weak, Intellectually, to do other 



of self-com- 
. by the clown at 
country circus 

Among laymau. many pocket chrls- 



>ng layman. 1 
tianlty because it aids them in busi- 
ness and keep* the priestlet at their 
backs, while others, probably the 
larger .-lass, give no thought or con- 
cern to th* matter, but contribute a 
. itle money toHr.e preacher o console 
tnek- wives, or- from force 01 aablt, to 
set rid of the everlasting begging cler- 
ic, who Is ever present when In need of 
food or shelter. The next and lowest 
class like the Ash In the sea, continue 
to swim in th# christian sewer, be- 
cause they were horn in the mud of 
Ignorance. 

Ah fo jjr fi^n she is a sufl}|al evolu- 
tion, unite ' man. ..er nat'ire Is pass- 
ive; peace and quietude are her ele- 
ment*: all. is Hot a thinker; her de- 
ductions ar 9 the product of imitation, 
instinct. She never reasona. ahe sees 
and It la or la not so and so. But 
there are liere and there some excep- 
tions to this rule, a few women are in 
the world of thought, the bright stars 
of humanity, even sending forth their 
Illuminating rays over Sia drifting 
sands and trackless wastes of a 
desert would be lost In the depths of 
christian superstition with none but a 
blind priesthood for pllota. 



if any degreo of res-p* 
la so religious as to want hit 
like the murderer Mob* 

reprobate Abraham; the lusestuous schemers ~ create confusion , which cul- 

the murderer and adulterer m |nates In rebellion. Rebellion gener- 

Davld: or the much-married Solomon a „ y modifies or destroys the lining 

most devout Bible worabip- ,. omp iained of as did the war of the 

pers would not want the unvarnlahed rebellion, deatroy chattle slavery, 

of these men read In the Sun- rt , nlle now we are confronted wlth a 

hool mort less in the public , m , re vehement protest 

I power and wage slavery, which result 



wrat.i than to have an only begotter 
son (without a wife) and have that 
son killed by a mob. It is the sauie 
bible that says Give strong drink 
unto him that ia ready to perish, and 
wine unto them that be of heavy heart, 
let them forget their poverty and re 
member their misery no more." In 
other words, get dead drunk. It is th< 
same Bible that represents Christ as 
encouraging drunkenness by makin', 
wine, or as a fakir going about mak 
ing fake wine and performing fak" 
miracles, it la Kris same Bible oya 

Bays to young people t 

no harm Is done provided they marry. 
It Is the same Bible that considers It 
right or even an honor to He for Cod's 
sake. It |i the same Bible that Is too 
obscene to be on a center table In * 
respectable family, or to be in a school 
room. It Is the same Bible that no man 
dare send through the United States 
mails after tearing the Holy? cover 
off, on account of Its obscenity. It Ih 
same Bible that contalna nothing- 
better than can be found in ottier 
books, papers, and the writings of 
other nations and religions. It la th. 
same Bible that contains over one hun- 
dred well-known contradictions. It Is ! their delusive guise and feign of Chris 
the Bible that has the redeeming j tlan civlllzatl. 
characteristic of not being tru 



MAN 

CAN BLAME HIMSELF 



For the Social Wrongs Of Which He 
So Frequently Complains — Absurd 
That Minority Should Oppreaa 
the Big Majority. 

REMEDY FOR ALL LIES 

IN HANDS OF WORKERS. 

(BY GEORGE LEESON.) 
Fundamentally all govemmeuta are 
luil gambling systems of artificial 
theories, perpetuated by delusive 
frauds and ignorant credulity. 

Tho pretended Christian civilizations 
are but narrow-minded, selfish, petty, 
factions and factors of arrogance aris- 
U*racy, autocracy, plutocracy, an- 
archy, war. usurpation and oppression, 
which tends to perpetuate the common 
ignorance that tolerates such pernici- 
ous parasitical Institutions to perpetu- 
plunder and poverty by 



Unt 



I tile 



present monetary system, 
control of all official de- 
partments of government becomes the 
prostituted servants of the 



of plac 



pose 

should read to t.ie scholars thi 
ihapter o" Deut; or all about Judaf 
and Tamor, or all about the love-sici 
maiden, how would yon like It? Thi 
people want the Bible lij 
the public schools Is because they don', 
knew what It contains, or because 
their bread and butter account 
manda it regardless or one wishes 
igb of others; for they certalt 
"That the BlbTe - opposes' fr< 
thought, fre 

forma. Religionists are natural eue 
all governments especially 
republics, just in proportion to the in 



f[ is but a repetition of "the poor man's 
fight for the rich 

So today, as In 1858. we are facing 
another crisis, the object of which Is 
to determine whether tfae relative 
value of man or the value of things 
possessed shall determine the charac- 
ter and operations of social systems. 

The undei current of humanity has 
again become impregnated with Innate 
T wuia uf trMf r- jacjous-.iesa that will 
Inevitably culminate in a revolution 
destined to dethrone many existing In- 
stitutions th-ougheut the world. The 
crisis Is here the gauntlet of cf.ial- 



BIBLE 

IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 



All Kinda of Bibles Muat Be Taught 
Or the Government Muat Teach 
None— Common Sense View of 
th. Subject. 

SOME STARTLING FACTS 

ABOUT THE OLD BOOK. 

(BY A. D. MARBLE.) 
The representatives of the "Preach- 
era' Trust" want the Bible read In the 
public schools of the State, according 
to the press. In order to deceive the 
unthinking they call It the "Holy 
Scrlpturea," but It Is that same old 
Bible What has caused more wars, 
more lietng, more tears more sorrows, 
more hatred, more murders and more 
checks upon progress than all other 
books combined. It la the same Bible 
that upholds slavery, that sanctions 
polygamy, that tell* the people and 
packing houses to sell diseased meat : 
that encourages a strong nation to 
pounce upon a weak one, gobble up 
their property and enslave the victims 
(provided the Lord geta His share of 
the Virgins), that conaidera it right 
for a man to murder ills wife If she! 
happen to have a different conception j 
from her husband about God — some 
thing which neither of them know 
anything about, the "Santa Claua" of 
big children. It la the same Bible that 
holds up for the admiration of our 
youth, men and women. If living In t his 
age of civilisation would be doing ser- 
vice In tho "pen." It la Che same Bible 
that pictures to the imagination of our 
children an "all-wise God" making a 
machine (man) that failed to work as 
he expected that he was aorry he 
made the machine and perhaps cried 
about it; that It worried him until he 
got mad about It and he couldn't think 
of any better way 



tour and cannot be safely 
it aprned with contempt, 
mer to say It is but the 
hy fanatics, Its cause Is too 
easily traced to the pernicious acts of 
the accused and the Ignorant Inad- 
vertencies of the accusers. 

Existing conditions demand a rem- 
edy other than the fiendish conquest 
adopting might for right— a 
gambling chance dlstructlve of the bet- 
ter Interests of man. Hence, let ua 
t the conservative, broad- 
money In the pockets of "Inded advocates of reform take this 
keep all Bibles out of '»»»tter "P 'he 'orm °f » mutual na- 
tional debate, conducted through the 
prtss, discussing every feature of a 
practical, stable. Incorruptible system 
of government to a final pulnt of Issue, 
compiling the findings into a platform 
of the most approved principles, dis- 
regarding all party prejudices, and 
thus surprise the world again as in 
!77G with a still better system of gov- 



nalty of ttaelr religion. i^ ue of thl 

If the Bibles of the nine principal re- \ ar ' u ' a " 1( '« 
glons of the world were to be read i"W is no al 
le schools, while entirely out off 1 ** 
place, would show a degree of falrnes 1 
which I he resolution of the religious 
grafters fail to disclose. While pris< a 
itatistiC8 show that a religious person 

prison than one who is not, and that 
there are more preachers in hue pris- 
ons of the ITnlted States than any 
other class, according to their 
ber, It will be 
the people to 

the public schools So long as reli?- 
love tend to rob man Of 
; produce insanity corn- 



out of the schools. 

Respectfully submitted by one w 
knows that religious enemfes are 1 
worst enemies in the world. 

The above was called forth by 
resolution passed by some preachers 
and religionists asking the cona 
tion convention all allow the Bible .0 
read In the public schools of the Stat 



BRITISH SKY PILOT 
TAL K ABO UT COD 

Rev. Roberta Expresaea Hia Opinion 
About the Claa* of Columbia 
Studenta Who Gave Their 
Views On Deity. 

(BY A. A. BELL.) 

Preacher Roberta says: "l would 
say that If I were convinced that the 
bible was a myth, and that there was 
no life hereafter, I would not think It 
worth while to restrain my lowest ant 
most natural passions." 

We sincerely hope he libeled him 
self on that occasion. We don't like 
to tliiink of him as being as bad as he 
describes himself. But If he tells the 
truth about his own character It la 



All the humiliating wrongs and op- 
pressions . Of which the laboring 
classes so tnoonslstantly complain are 
but the products of their own per- 
petuated 

Under our 
rule, with a I to 1 labor majority 
e> mplaln of being oppressed, bj 



It is r 



> plead 



t he 



reminds us of the title of an old play- 
"She Would If She Could"— which a> 
Dr. Johnson said, needs very little ex 
planatlon. Mr. Roberts would If h. 
could. Ho Is only restrained by tht 
hope of future reward or the fear of 
future punishment. Wlt/hout that re- 
straint he would wallow in senauallty. 
We venture to remind aim, however, 
that there are other restraints Ifii 
man society, without troubling the 



(Continued on Page Ft""-) 



inadvertency, division and strife, while 
opportunities are free and equally open 
to all. Equity would 
equity by recognizing suo.i complaints 
to the prejudice of the wealthy, wise. 
Intelligent minority, whose mental or 
I energy, wisdom economy or 
industry, has achieved them the envied 
goal. 

pr forty years ago labor had an 
apparition of inspiration, became in. 

control economic and 
organized the gralnge. green back 
party .alliance, Industrial league, popu- 
lous, social-labor and socialist. 

Averaging a new organization every 
alx years, they Invented' the trust 
tryed to operate it in the storing and 
b<Ming if their grain for their class 
dictated or monopolized price, falling 
operate their trust scheme, intelll- 
lt capitalist adopted it and success- 
fully operate it, because It can only 
be operated by Intelligence. 

After forty years of variegated 
perience with no gain in numbers, 
labor now advocates a revolution 

ajiectilaWve and private 
ownership of public utilities Into a col- 
lective 



ownership, to the utter distinction of 
the present competitive system being 
ante war and ante class. 

This definition as a m 
beautiful, but It Is Just as impractical 
as the golden rule taught by Confu 
clous 2500 years ago ia today. Man 
cannot be governed by precepts so far 
in advance of his mental conditions. 
Laws must be in accord with mental 
ability. Any law that is too far in ad- 
vance or too lmpractible to be obeyed 
with a reasonable degree of alacerity, 
Is not a salutary taw, but harmful. 

If labor would invent a dip that 
would absorb and utterly destroy the 
sins of man as It doe* vermin on sheep 
and cattle, their success would be a 
sure thing, provided the BapUsts 
original patent did not prevent It by 
Injunction, for t..e nason the road to 
eternal life ia too narr/iv to accomo- 
date such n universay/ialvation army 
enterprise. In any event It would be 
expensive. Gee whiz., Just think of the 
costlc, brimstone, coal oil. turpentine, 
tobacco, lime and fuel It would require 
and bow long many of the nlekle grab- 
bers would have to be boiled to cure 
While the competitive ayatem la but 
a legalized mercenary, gambling sys- 
tem necessitating all to gamble there- 
in often tempting and causing criminal 
acts. Vet as long as It Is tolerated by 
a majority it Is not intolerance but 
legitimate under our syatem of ma 
jorlty rule and as eondttions are 
ase always good as tb. average Intel- 
ligence is capable of naklng and al 
ways better than is uniformly complied 
with. Hence, professional reformers 
should fix the intelligence of men in- 
stead of conditions which always ad- 
just themselves to the Intelligence of 
man ttieir makers anil operators. 

True one-fifth of our people are quali- 
fied for a reform and suffer for want 
of It. Tet, could a more unwise thing 
be adopted, while but one in Ave cap- 
able of appreciating ri- practicing its 
utilities? Such a pretrjiture casting of 
pearls to rabble swine would but re- 
flect the Ignorance of statesmanship 
and urejudlce the interests of all. 

Alh Intelligent persone^'are friends of 
refcran. All Ignorant cotoplainlng yea- 
hoes arT" dangerous en. nTes to' lutein' 
gence and reform. They' alone are the 
authors and perpetrators of the mis- 
erys of which they so* li 
complain. \ 

Slavery or humiliate^ 00 
essarlly always has and will continue 
exlat until the aame or similar care 
taken in the propogntton of the bu- 
rn speclea that has been adopted In 
the propagation of horses, cattle, 
sheep, hogs and dogs, which practice 
has demonstrated Its utility. Hence 
demonstrated scientific truths must be 
adopted to the utter exclusion of all 
hypothecated sophistry, of modern or 
mythological birth, before we can rea- 
sonably hope to shed our savage bar- 
barian fleeces of plunder and poverty 
and adopt a uniform system of equality 
worthy of being defined Christian 
civilization. 



r distraction of A 111 W W ^a" 

:-„;: SWEET 



PULPIT 

IS COWARD'S CASTLE 



r. Madiaon C. Patera Declinea To 
Longer Serve the Privileged 
Classes and Quits His Pulpit 
To Be Free. 



THOUCHT FOR 

MOTHER 

Her Rgihta May Be Ignored and Too 
Often Kept Back But Her Loving 
Sacrifice Made You What You 



MOTHER NEED8 A 

LITTLE TRAINING ALSO. 

(BY MARGARET E. SANGSTER.) 

In the history of every home a per- 
iod Is reached when the mothers stop 
training t.ie children and the children 
begin training the mi 1 there. The pro- 
cess of training always Involves a dis- 
agreeable side of the persons trained. 

Mothers arrive by Imperceptible 
stages at the point where they cease 
to take the Initiative and the childreu 
take it for them. Occasionally they 
feel a mild surprise when a grown up 
daughter calmly advises them to do 
this or not Uj do the other wuen there 
,s interference with their dress, their 
comings and goings, and when innova- 
tions are introduced in the household 
liauagemenL 

It happens every day that women by 
no means old, not at all weakened in 
mi ail or body, and as thoroughly con- 
versant with affairs as ever they were, 
simply through granting concessions 
to their adoring children lose the rank 
of reigning sovereign to which they are 

"Going down bill needs no exertion; 
it is Just the lightest push here at the 
tx>p of tne hill and off you speed, never 
climbing back again. Children often 
hurry mothers out of middle age where 
they belong into old age where they do 
not belong." 

Thousands of mothers are so busy 
with housekeeping and bringing up 
their children that they neglect their 
renting and. 'hov j 



ence or their college-nred soon and 
daughters feeling that they are miser 
ably deficient and hardly fit to breath* 
the same atmosphere with their gifted 
offspring. 

"I stand by the side > s e road and 
fiazc at my daughter almost with awe,'' 
confessed a mot. er who had no ex- 



Another. hi led with Joy and pride at 
the triumphs of a son whose genius 
was admitted dwelt continually on 
the Incredible fact that she was regard- 
ed with constant affection by one so 
brilliant and commanding as her boy. 
This mental attitude is of course en- 
tirely wrong and much to be depre- 

Experlence has been a richer and 
more profitable feature to mothers, 
than schools and colleges Viave been 
to their children. The right manage- 
ment of a home imparts to a woman 
who Is responsive and receptive, sym- 
pathetic and enthusiastic, something 
quite as useful as a university educa- 

I board not long ago a story that 
seemed to roe full of the sweetest sen- 
timent and the most practical Buggea- 
tlveness. A daughter who had been 



Dr. Madison C. Peters preached his 
farewell sermon as pastor of the 
Epiphany Baptist Church and will be- 
gin his people's meetings In the Ma- 
jestic theatre. He explained that he 
was to become a minister for all 
needed him. Instead of a "private 
chaplain 1 f the privileged classes." 
Ot. er things he said follow: 

"Every one who knows the empti- 
ness of the pews in nearly all the 
Protestant churches in New York 
knows that ao far as Protestants are 
concerned New Yorkers have ceased 
to be a churchgolng people. The fail- 
ure—numbers do not always represent 
power and Influence— but It is a fail- 
ure of quality as well as quantity; by 
far the vast majority or the people of 
this city never enter a Protestant 
Bhurch except poaaibly to attend a 

"Among 

churches are a class of men and 
women who type an,d embody the high- 
er forces which are working for good 
or evil in American society. The non- 
cburched masses are not antagonistic 
to religion and they often set a good 
professors themselves. 



first vacation In becoming intimate 
with her motr.er. In the four years of 
separation the two had drirted a little 
apart; not in love but in acquaintance 
with their common affairs that form 
the staple of life in tuought and con- 

The daughter did not go to her room 
or hammock and spend hours In study 
and reading that would have been ex- 
clusive, though delightful; but Imme- 
diately took hold or the daily work 
111. In every possible way ahe 
lightened her mother'a burden and 
when arter her mother and liereelf had 
passed many pleasant afternoons to- 
tether over books that to the mother 
ipened a new world of culture, the 
daughter planned a course of study 
they might pursue together. Their 
a was remote from neighbors and 
they had plenty of time. Resisting the 
Inclination to go abroad and find con- 
genial field for study or professional 
work, t)h e younger woman stayed by 
the elder and awakened her to a new 

The saddest thing in life Is to wit- 
ness the discouragement of a woman 
who ha\rlng accomplished her task of 
educating her children, finds hemelf 
solitary and neglected, the returns for 
her devotion being that she to over- 
looked while they are absorbed by 
ambition and Dhelr own business or 



(Continued on Page Pour) 
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Light is breaking. 

All is not said or done. 



Greet eHeh new dawn with a smile. 



Christian souls are necessarily labeled as perish 
able property. 

• • • • • 

There's lots of work ami little fun in trying to 
reform the world. 

• • • • I 

The man in the moon eares not whether ;We be 
fttptiwt, Methodist or Mormon. 

It has been uuaniniously decided that preachers 
in-e .ni iiMWTinr.I liuisanec-tiHd should K^.l^pcnsed 
with. 

• • • • • 

Religious science is founded on fooleries and 
stuffed with infinite labor into the fat heads of its 

dupes. 

• • • • • 

Members of Congress arrived in Washington 
ahead of time to avoid paying railroad fare be- 
cause of the anti-pass law. 



The anti-mormon crusade is still on. This rc- 
inds us that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob lived in 
i ape of general ignorance, ye1 while accepting the 



• models. It may be true that they hud i 



may presume that they had learned how many fe- 
male bosses the average pilgrim on the heavenly 
turnpike might possess, yet it is difficult to imagine 
the Almlighty allowing a sawed-off dude like Solo- 
i>n to have a full thousand and compel such lusty 
limals as our modern preachers to confine thein- 
lves to but one. Truly, religion is a wonderful 
thing. 

• • a e 

As the purest nearl is encased in nn unseemly 
shrine M too is manv a brave heart encased in a 
breast of seeming adamant. Manv n man will swear 
because he is too proud to weep and stills a quiver- 
th the cynic's sneer. 1 1 train n love and 
the sweetest words t 



BBJMtl 



ial In 



did ^ 



come a paradise indeed. As it is the world is better 
today than our preachers would have us believe 
but they must keep it in bad odor or they would 
lose their jobs. 

• a • • 

WHERE THE SHOE PINCHES MOST. 

Cardinal Gibbons, the official and recognized rep- 
resentative head of the Roman hierarchy in Ameri- 
ca, would have the American people correctly un- 
derstand the present church crisis in Frauce. 

Of course, there is only one correct view, and 
that is the view taken by Cardinal Gibbons and it 
is his view that he would have the people of Amer- 
ica assimilate and adopt as their own, by which 
and through which, they could be in a position to 
"correctly'' understand the situation. 

Fortunately for the American people, and fortu- 
nately for the French government, the American 
m oplf have a peculiar habit of looking at things in 
their own way and from the signing of the Declara- 
tion of Independence they have refused to look at 



party is not dead. ' Its spirit is as living today as 
H was in the last decade of the eighteenth eentttrj 
Its members hate God. they hate Christ, they hate 
his religion as much as ever their fathers hated 
them. It is easy to show that I am not misrepre- 
sinting the French anti-clericals or their spirit 
They Make n<> secret of their hatred of Christian 
ity.'"' 

When one considers the bloody pages of history 
thai have been written by this very Christian re- 
ligion, <«f which Cardinal Gibbons prates so seren- 
|y, he must be commended as being a brave man 
for giving utterance to such expressions as quoted 
above. In viewing the situation it is evident that 
he keeps one eye closed. lie protests against the 
present but endorses and approves the past. Was 
it not this very religion of Christ that brought into 
existence the Jacobin party and the French revolu- 
tion and did not Robespierre, the representative of 
Christ it, that awful period use the Jacobin party 
t, put to death those who did not agree with him 
Keeping up the bloodshed until it drowned him 
And suppose the French anti-clericals of t nd a\ 
have no love for this religion of Christ, have its fol- 
lowers in this, or any other country, any love for 
the anti-dericals? Can their hatred of religion be 
more severe than the hatred of religion for 
thctnf Has not this same religion always mani- 
fested a rancorous hatred for whatever opposes it. 
Ah. Gibbons, your plaint is tainted with hypocrisy 
Your sorrow is caused from the fact that the anti- 
clericals in France now have the reins of govern- 
ment in their hands and that your church is down 
and out. Were the situation reversed you would 
soon show your hatred for the anti-clericals. That 
hatred would be demonstrated to-day just as it has 
been in the past. So far as France is concerned the 
religion of Christ is getting all that is coming to it 
and all that it justly deserves. France has suffered 
fiarfully at its hands. Now France is determined 
that no more sorrow shall be laid on its doorstep 
because of what the religion of Christ can do. It 
is for this reason that the Cardinal's shoe pinches 
The Blade admires the French government in that 
it openly shows its hatred of the Christian religion, 
for the latter haa never hesitated to manifest its 
hatred of those it could not coerce or bulldoze and 



Shaw that the tariff on freight established by the 
lanies for transporting crops multiply 
my times? Did it ever occur to him 
that there are enough idle men in the country to 
harvest all the crops twice every year if needs be? 
At the best the ideas of political economy contain- 
ed in Mr. Shaw's figure of speech is exceedingly 
hazy. He uses strange logic for a mfen who claims 
to have saved the country from financial panic sev- 
eral times during his term of office. 

That Mr. Shaw is wrong there is no doubt. There 
s ■ plentitude of idle labor. Of this there is no 
loubt. If there is any idle labor in the country the 
ndustrial error comes not from growing too much 
crops. Even if the crops be large railroad building 
In America has not become a lost art and the car 
shops can still turn out their products. The best 
answer to such political doctrines would appear to 
be to first make it profitable for men to live decent- 
ly by their labor and having done this then to in- 
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things the same wav as those who are manifestly history is now striking a balance, 
interested in one view onlv. So it will be in the. There is one thing of which Cardinal Gibbons can 
present conflict between church and state in the 'rest assured, namely, that the American people, 
French republic our people will view it from theii whether he continues to believe in their love of \\h 



1 it ion I economy would increase consumption and 
there would not only be enough work for idle hands 
to do but an adequate compensation would accrue. 
The solution of the problem is simply that of trans- 
portation and labor. Give both greater freedom. 
• a • • • 

COURAGE, NERVE AND TOLERATION. 

Courage alone conquers. 

It is not cheek, or gall, that enables man to pull 
ugh a tight place with success, but nerve force, 
he greatest and hardest worker, in his particu- 
lar line, that the world ever produced, was Napo- 
leon, and he suggested that the one great thing th*. 
world needed most was courage. Napoleon was 
right. Courage is needed and when called upon it 
( ready. This is a truth that many work- 
her fields have discovered for themselves 
applied it with more or less success. About 
best that a worker can have is nerve. It is 
however, that depends upon circumstances 
II carry a man through a crisis to success 
B he might have succeeded just the same 

n without it. The worker who has the 

rce, the courage to go at it and stick, will 
•in A-here the weak and timid will be bound 



id i 



or phy, 
in Franc 
diets of the govei 



\ at 



nt, the 



it they 6*n extend 
mts of thf 
■sisting tht 
Gibbons will simply 
ifoU and 



I jm 



nd hum 



othe 



adhei 



of the bloi 
k out for 



ire discussing the "disap- 
types in America" they 
sorner in the peroxide of 



Why call nuin the lord of creation? He is but 
the idle sport of Time and Space. lias yesterday is 
forgotten and his tomorrow is altogether unknown. 

According to the orthodox plan the Almighty is 
constantly looking for new Jobs to afflict with pes- 
tilential sores and fool friends. Why it is they do 
not know but he just simply does it, that's all. 
• a • • • 

Thoreau once said, "You have built a castle in 
the air! Then put a foundation under it." The 
sentiment is beautiful and admirably expressed. 
There is nothing to a man who cannot built an air 
castle and enjoy it. 

It has been well said that in a multitude of coun- 
sel then- is wisdom and with free discussion upon 
all subjects we can better guard against the en- 
croachment of power and maintain the modicum of 
liberty which our fathers bequeathed to us. 
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If the Christian nations have a duty to perform 
in the matters of King Leopold and the people of 
the Congo, how are they to escape a like duty in 
regard to Emperor William and the Hottentots? 
The same with England and the Boers? This may 
be a mighty good time t« apply the "square deal" 
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reate a cataclysm at home which will 
swallow him. 

In his diatribe against the French people Cardi-j, 
nal Gibbons unwittingly reveals the motive of thtj 
church p^rty in resisting, as they can, the separa; 
fion law! He says, I will leave life without that 
W-Amorican love of justic*--*ira>-libcrty anc4 
■| has been my comfort and snppor^ 
and hope during a long career, if I believed that 
n:y countrymen (the American people) would 
knowingly see tens of thousands of honest men ai d 
nobh women robbed of their just income and 
means of support and people brutally wounded!,; 
id] thai they bold deared and nvosi sacred." % 

Bather a fine play on words, my Dear OardinK 
but they won't stand analysis. It is not only because! 
of our American love of liberty, guaranteed as a 
constitutional right, that Gibbons has enjoyed the 
blessed privilege of plying his profession in Amer- 
ica without let or hindrance, but it is the hundreds 
of thousands of American dollars that have been 
poured into his lap, that have constituted his "sup- 
port during a long career." This does not apply to 
Cardinal Gibbons alone, but to every preacher off 
■ny church or denomination whatsoever. Stop the. 
flow of spondulix and the preacher, be he Cardinal, 
or of less degree, will seek another habitat where 
they find a more golden harvest. It is easy to love 
both Christ and country on a full stomach, but 
starveling preachers are compelled to resort to 
divers devices for raising the wind. It is meet and 
right that Cardinal Gibbons should "love the 
American people" for they have been exceedingly 
kind to him. But to proceed. 

The Cardinal very frankly states that the French 
separation act has deprived thousands of men and 
women, living on church work, of their means of 
support. Here is where the shoe pinches most. 
Church workers are nou-producers. They are all 
large consumers. Producing nothing they must 
needs subsist upon what others produce and they 
always have a hand extended, with open palm, for 
a portion thereof. The Blade denies that any 
preacher, of any denomination, in receipt of a sal- 
ary for simply preaching, is drawing a "just in- 
come." He is drawing an income, true, but it lacks 
the meaning and qualification suggested by tht 
adjective, just. It is not just, but unjust. The 
preacher takes all and gives nothing in return be- 
cause he has nothing he can give but a string of 
empty words and meaningless phrases. The Blade 
denies that in enforcing the separation act the gov- 
ernment of France is "robbing" any man or 
woman no matter what their connection or position 
with the church might have been. The French gov- 
ernment has simply prevented that class from long- 
er robbing the people. While these men and women 
may have been deprived of an income, which, by 
right, they ought never to have had, they have not 
been deprived of the right or privilege of following 
some other and more useful employment which. ' 
the end, will make them more useful and more de- 
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between want and social infamy, and the church 
still prates that we nftist give, give, as if the 
widow's mite is necessarv to support a pauper 
deity. 
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the Christian religion whether it be through th. 
Romish church or any other faction. The Cardinal 
can wear this bouquet on his red hat and call it 
tattled. 

• a • • 

SECRETARY SHAW'S POLITICAL ECONOMY. 

Every life saved is a national asset. 
Every thought stirred into activity is freedom's 
gain. 

The former is the battle cry of the army of indus- 
trial Treed ..TiTand the lattW that of the great army 
of intellectual freedom. 

Although striving for different results along 
different modes of work the two are almost ident 
cal, they are allies in the cause of human enwncipi 
tion and must remain allies from the very nature of 
things until the ends sought have been 
plished. 

Where men are thought bound they wea 
trial fetters. Where industry is manacled with 
the chains of peonage there can be no such thing as 
Freethought. In all strictly orthodox communities, 
states, or nations, labor is at the lowest ebb, the 
pom- being kept poor that the rich may grow richer. 
Intellectual liberty is handicapped where the peo- 
ple are kept in serfdom to ruling powers no matter 
their character or conformation. 

These are self-evident truths. They need no 
demonstration. They prove themselves. Human 
history furnishes abundant examples and these 
facts are now being noted by thoughtful people th< 
world over and the tocsin sounds vigorously. Th« 
advocates of both suffer from the world's continue 
ly. The man or woman who would save a humai 
life by.opening the doors to industrial freedom ii 
denounced as an agitator, a demagogue, a danger 
ous person. Those who would and do propagate thi 
teachings of Freethought are made to suffer a socia 
ostracism and in ninny eases a business boycott is 
instituted against them. Under such conditions h 
it strange that the laborer should organize for mu- 
tual help and mutual support in the unequal strug- 
gle and is it not strange that the advocates of men- 
tal liberty do not and will not organize for similar 
motives? Just as labor learned the secret of organi- 
zation from capital so do Freethinkers acquire an 
object lesson in the value of organization from th* 
re sults the church have accomplished through it. 

In fajee of all this, as it concerns our national in- 
dustrial life, Secretary Shaw, of the United States 
Treasury, declares that we are too prosperous and 
suggests that if we would prosper we must curtail 
our prosperity. Prima facie this is illogical, but hi 
declares, as if to prove his contention, "We are 
growng more crops than we can harvest and har- 
vesting more crops than we can haul to market.'' 
This parados comes from one who has occupied the 
most important and most prominent position in the 
Cabinet for years. We do not claim to be experts 
along the lines of industrial proble 
boast a panacea for our industrial ills, but wo do 
know that Shaw is absolutely and altogether wrong, 
nay, that his statement is actually idiotic. 

Did it ever occur to Secretary Shaw that to solve 
the problems of transportation and distributio 
would mean the solution of the industrial problem 
Did it ever occur to Mr. Shaw that the unequal 
distribution of crops and crop values, together with 
the confiscatory charges for transporting crops to 
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h cheek. These prefer the brass 
band effects of the man who is always shoutiug 
about himself, who can elbow his way through 
crowds, and they have scarcely deigned to notice 
the quiet, self-contained advance that is made by 
the man with the real, iron nerve. 

Above all never let it be said that you are a quit- 
ter. This class never get anything in this world. 
Any successful man can find times in his own ex- 
perience when he was tempted to quit on this or that 
proposition, but held on, stuck to it with nerve and 
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nen who make it a point never to quit, 
wise man tries to hit the mark He tries 
what he has set out to achieve. In this 
beat aids be can have is nerve force. IJe,>~^ 
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lets nothing break or impair it. He will not sub- 
mit to oppression for once his nerve is lost it will 
never eoflM back with the same strength. Nerve is 
a thing of steady growth. It does not spring up in 
a moment like a fire-fly, gives a flash and is gone. 
It is tin re to stay if you will but encourage it. The 
main Idea is to have something to do in life that 
will make life happier and better and then set out 
to get it. 

Ah, friends, could we but instill these notions 
into tin' heart and brain of American Freethinker* 
how rapidly our cause would spread. In but a little 
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Christian. Principally, we are to blame. Many 
freethinkers lack toleration. They have permitted 

id,- w Is of intolerance obtained in childhood to 

encumber the mind and while demanding freedom 
of thought for themselves deny the same right to 
Others who have happened to reach just a little 
further than they. What they need is a nerve tonic 
nd a courage cultivator. Wholesome thoughts will 
weed out the tares that have crept about the brain 
and the good seed will have a chance to grow. 

Then let us get more nerve, more courage, and 
these will make us more tolerant of the rights of 
others. 

Once more, courage alone "conquers. 
Be brave. 



PAINE MEMORIAL ISSUE. 

The llladc is pleased to announce to its readers 
that the issue of Sunday, January 27, 1907, will be 
made a special Paine Memorial issue the better to 
perpetuate the memory of him who gave old glory 
tc the skies. 

Shoud any of our readers desire extra copies they 
should be ordered at once that we may print a 
sufficient number before the type is destroyed. We 
will send one copy to any address for five cents or 
six copies for twenty-five cents. This issue will do 
much Uj honor the memory of Paine and by a wide 
ditribntion will tend to correct so much that has 
been mis-stated in American history, or left out 
altogether for suspicious reasons. In order to 
justify our subscribers in sending for extra copies 
we give a brief synopsis of what the issue will con- 
tain. 

There will be a picture of Paine, surrounded by 
copious extracts from his pen. The data to be 
furnished will be both historical and argumentative 
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Freethought in America. Among the contributors 
will be Thaddeus B. Wakemun, of New York , Mrs 
Josephine K. Henry, of Versailles, Ky. ; Dr. J. B. 
Wilson. Cincinnati; John P. Clarke, of Arlington, 
Mtl., and small contributions from several other 

g | writers. In addition to these contributions 

the editorial pages will be devoted to the soldier- 
author of the American Revolution so that in its 




entirety it can be termed a Paine Memorial i 
the strictest sense. 

No man has been more misunderstood a 
misrepresented than was Paine and the moi 
propoxate the truth concerning him the more 1 
and iflory the cause of human liberty will j 
The church denies him common justice. It f 
ilutv to see that he gets it. 

All orders for extra copies should reach l 
later than January 26 that they may be f 
tabulated in time tn send them with the I 
edition of the paper. Keep your eye « 
Memorial isaue. 

AUTONOMIST WILL RESUME. 

With sincere pleasure the Blade is premitt 
announce that the favored periodical and fei 
magazine, Armstrong's Autonomist, will be r 
again in January with prospects for a contirj 
publication. 

The Autonomist was ever and alwaj 
champion of human rights and a increil 
of frauds and fakes. Its meritorious contribute 
to say nothing of the writings of its editor, mi 
a welcome visitor. With improved facilitie 
publication the Autonomist makea a new start! 
it. is deserving the support of every liberal mi*| 
man and woman. 

The Blade has been requested to give publioi 
to ihe following official stattement, whieli we n 
in this column for the purpose of giving it the 
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i people have once tasted of its sweets it is never 
Jbidden to depart. Old Napoleon once sought tn 
Bbgle the eagles of France with the eaglet of Italy. 
|>ut he tried it with the shedding of blood, with 
■ irrim visor of war. Me failed. The era/.e for 
ligiouH freedom has accomplished that wlii.-li 
^apoleon could not do and the French and Italian 
■ople are now united with the one purpose. FKKK- 

OM. 

, What a sorry plight for a religion which once 
{toasted so much power and authority! Khapin<r 
B policies and controlling the destinies of empires 
nd worlds it must now depend upon the soldiery 
» protect itself from the maddened hands of those 
no once feared it. Self-conscious of the wpmil'-i 
\ has perpetrated it loses ronfidenee" in itself and 
" i depend upon guns and bayonets to keep 
rn«. The change has lowered it from a 
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James Armstrong, .');>(>!> North Clark streef 
Chicago, Illinois. JAMES ARMSTRONG.* 
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COURAGE, LITTLE WOMAN, AND 

YOU SHALL SMILE AGA 

Many of our readers, special friends of Mrs 
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ibution has been a b.mr time comin<i, the night 
itellectual slavery has been a long one. but Xa 
works out a balance and in the present conflict 
fious authority will be overthrown and the 
iral law of compensation will compel a terrible 
tement for the wrongs it has inflicted upon 
" nd. 

n, the very character of the situation that now 
nts the Christian church it will he impelled 
!go the business of saving " souls'" and turn 
utile effort of trying to ave itself. Loss of 

tiling off in revenues. Decreasing 
i slump in the number of proies- 
ind advocates it can boast. The 
I outcome of it all means the doxology of 
>Uox religion. True, those whose bnsiuess 
inal interests are wrapped in the cloak of i 
i will sit up with the corpse and still proclai 
t.to bV a living reality. These arc simply attendii 
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OUR LETTER BOX 



\\ :n Qiilgley— While regretting your 

Mac baa the right to »ay. "no charity." 
'haiiks for past courtesies. 

Anthony O. Nelson— You are right, 
t is the lack of organization that 
eeps the movement in check. Your 
xpresslon of appreciation is truly 
gratif>ing. 



little older than he was and I 
—u nail ho many good, hearty laughs 

when r.-a.llng the B. G. B. and enjoyed 
- so much that I think w«- ought to try 
perpetuate his memory and 1 do not 
know any fbter way than to put the 



beat of his j 
WlHh you and yours a 
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Miwn . 



George Leeson— Your second article 
caught us in time. WV extend our 
hearty thanks for your kind words. 

Hiory S. Roberts— The book has 
been sent. If the "new man" likes 
works of travel he will appreciate 
what lias been sent him. 

Tom Swlnburn — Many others took a 
(rial) similar to that you express, but. 
happily, that is in the past. We be- 
lie\e i hat freedom knows no bounds 
and cannot be restricted by limita- 
tions If It is to be enjoyed. 

J. G. A. Davies M. D. — Your article 
will appear in our columns although 
the Gr a pe ay case has been well dls 
cussed You oner a new thought. 
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Recently we wrote Mrs. Henry for a contribul 
to our Paine Memorial issue, mentioned elaeWT 
In a letter which contained some valuable artajj 
Mrs. Henry says: 

Dear Mr. Hughes :-The Blade is fine, comoh 
me greatly in my dark days. If I can wrii 
article on Paine for your Paine issue will do ao,| 
cannot promise, as I don't know what may come 
me from day to day. I have passed throagh 

much. Hastily your friend. 

JOSEPHINE K. HENRY. 
'I'll.- Pope is getting some solar plexus blows in 
France, Germany and Italy. Ventilate it well. It 
is one of the great moves of Rationalism. Let the 
good work go on. 

While we did not have Mrs. Henry's consent to 
publish her letter to us, yet, without any injunction 
not to do so, we print it for the purpose of showing 
to her numerous friends and admirers what a bun- 
dle of nerve-energy is pent up within that small 
frame. In spite of her sorrows and suffering she 
still rejoices in the work of mental freedom and can 
express real joy at the wonderful changes that are 
taking place about us every day. 

Could we have more women like this brave, fear- 
less and energetic Kentuckian, the world would be 
made happier and brighter for it. 

• • • • • 

AT THE VERA DOORS OF THE VATICAN 

When a statue to Bruno was erected on the 
Campo dc Fieri, at Rome, within sight of the Vati- 
can, almost upon the very spot where the flames, 
licked out his manly life to afford the black-robed 
priests a religious feast, it sounded the death knell 
of Christian tyranny, and from that day to the 
present its pealing notes have sounded to the utter- 
most parts of the earth. 

Truth cannot be confined in prison walls. It can- 
not be smothered by the fires of fanaticism. Wo 
may break a million harps but music, itself, does 
not die thereby. A million men may mount the 
funeral pyre at the bidding of a bloodthirsty faith, 
their brains may be destroyed, but the thought of 
'the world still goes on and the teachings those men 
have promulgated march on with wonderful effect. 
Human hearts be rent but the holy passion of love 
remains uixpienched and unquenchable. So with 
truth. It hjJike a mighty ship on the great ocean 
of Time. It plunges through the breakers of oppo- 
sition with every sail set and ribs of iron and steel. 
It may become stranded ami dashed to pieces upon 
the rocks of intolerance but the fragments will be 
washed shoreward to every land and in a little 
while all men rejoice in its possession. 

Recently, Dr. Wilson wrote concerning the atti- 
tude of Spain towards the Christian religion. Using 
the language of Caesar, he styled that, "Et tu, 
Brute," suggesting that an attack upon the fortress 
of faith was altogether unexpected from such a 
source. Now we are informed that in Rome, itself, 
the home of the Pope antl within a short distance 
from the very doors of the Vatican, a demonstration 
was made by the people of Italy in commendation 
of the action of the French republic in effecting a 
ccmplete divorce of church and state. This is an 
encouraging aign. It means that the yoke of re- 
ligious domination over matters political, as affect- 
ing the people in their daily walks of life, is no 
longer to be tolerated even in priest-ridden Italy. 
It is the open-sesame of liberty and the dirge of 
the Christian religion. It means that freedom's in- 
trepid march can never be halted. It means that 



ties thus presenting themselves. We can aid in 
march of progress by handing the torch of reu- 
j^p our struggling co-laborers in other lands, 
us Bend them a word of cheer and encourage- 
and a little while the Valtiean will be deserted 
hile the statute of Bruno looks on with triumph- 
it acclaim. 

.Could those marble eyes be made to see now, 
rble lips to spenk and that marble heart 
vhat think you would be the message de- 
livered ? 

\ Go ye unto all the world and proclaim that 
liberty for which the priesthod sacrificed 

►. 

This from the very doors of the Vatican 



mson— You old atheist, we have 
c iii);hi up with you this time and to 
get even we have printed your "pome' 
to Mrs. Henry. 

Robert C. Arnold— There Is no 
dcubt that vast changes nave been 
wrought In religious notions during 
the past decadie or two and by the 
help of our friends the Blade will work 
still greater changes or It will know 
the reason why. 

J. D. Hooper— Such letters as yours 



A New Man In the Family. 

Bennington. Kan.— Find Inclosed P. 
. money order for $1-25, for which 
please send to Herbert Eugene Rob- 
erta Dr. J. B. Wilson's A Trip to Rome. 
Address the book Herbert Eugene 
Roberts, Ottawa county, Bennington, 
as. This boy, Herbert, has just 
ed at his majority and Is consld- 
y Interested in books. He likes 
i of travel, but he Is especially In 
ted in comic books, as Bill Nye. 
Mark Twain Ac. He knows that the 
holy bible is a book of fables, snake 
.1 ftBh stories and foolish and child- 
ish and Impossible miracles that never 
happened. You will hear from me 
again soon.-HENRY C. ROBERTS. 

Made Him Feel Good. 

Hlnton. Okla. — I am reading the 
Blade of December 9 and Just read 
your editorial. "Ingersoll and Spirit 
Mediums," and It strikes me so forcl 
bly that I want to commend you for it. 

speaks my sentiments exactly, 
especially tne last sentence, which 
i as follows: "Any person who 
swallow these spirit productions 
not balk at miraculous, conqep- 
. man-swallowing whale, suns and 
is that stand still to permit 
slaughter, and like ghost stories that 
have been brought from the Infancy 
of the race." I have some good neigh, 
hers that claim to be freethinkers and 
they believe in spiritualism and th"y 
have been trying to convert me to 
their belief I tell tl.iem "Just as you 
say." I cculd believe the miracle* re 
ccrded In the Bible Just as oaay ae I 
could believe In communication with 
the spirits. Wishing the Blade 
-A. I. ' 



I at It states that our efforts i 
I appreciated. Thanks. 



Slrmuel Brev 



it down as settled that the dei 
immiciited frith man directly or 



vli-ioll 



>r intUr 
veil that i 
faith ; 



tttlV, 



two eternities, 

folly, that (iod is actually non-extant. Although 
these are mere fictions of man's imagination he has 
woven about them a complicated web of ritualism, 
some beautiful as Araehne's robe, some barbaric 
and repulsive, and not one of any worth to man. 
They are but the cheat) trarments in which the finite 
would clothe the infinite. 



Unless labo 
it can only CO 
the menace t 



■iitrate/aml the 



the 



to industry. We all know that with 
the aid of wealth-creating machinery every laborer 
should be able to acquire a competence to comfort 
in his declining days. We all know that uutilNecd is 
satisfied and Creed fully gorged there can be no 
such thing as overproduction, that under normal 
conditions when there is a plethora of necessities, 
the surplus energy of the nation turns to the crea- 
tion of luxuries and this causes the standard of 
living to advance. Let Secretary Shaw pleas, note 

Freethought is the fruit and flower of our social 
and industrial life. It would make that life a joy 
instead of a curse. Between religion and politics 
men are crushed into peonage and he is made to 
give support and sanction the process. To be free, 
that is, truly free, the Freethought movement must 
grow and prosper and our teachings placed before 
all the people. The Blade is making an effort in 
that direction, but it is powerless to carry on the 



ation is what we want c 
will put their shoulders to the 



ly increasing 
i get it if all 
t us make 



a hard pull, a strong pull and all pull together. 
• • • • • 

With the mighty energies of this nation in fall 
play and the wealth permitted to remain with its 
producers, we could afford to gve every candidate 



.» i not yet rolled- t 



V . T. Loomis— Your suggestion is 
roc I one. We have done exactly as 
you suggest, bat it Is a difficult matter 
(low It up. Hard work and 
makes even the Blade's editor 
1 we like the fresh air oc 

Jup the attending church racket 



A. J. Bealmear- It is gratifying 
know that we have succeeded In help- 
ing you to the extent named. We all 
love to be in good company. 

A B. Bennett — Your letter Is appre- 
ciate and we would be pleased to 
heai from you more frequently. 



WHAT OUR FRIENDS SAY 



office 



11(1 littl 



do, 



ui.i 



still keep pie in the pantry and p 
the crib. There is something more the matter than 
mere governmental waste and the trouble is with 
our whole industrial system. Everv few vears la- 
bor gets the jim-jams and capital flies to cover and 
yet, according to Secretary Shaw, it is all because 
of too much production. Rats! 

• • • • 

Unbelief in Christian dogma is uow publicly 
rteofniaed as the correlative of education. If there 
be a logical, well-informed man holding himself 
as a church communicant today, he is there, not be- 
cause of the doctrine promulgated by the average 

pulpiteer, but despite it. or he may have s per- 

sonal motive to serve. It is a sad commentary upon 
all religious faiths, that they flourish best where 
dense ignorance prevails. 



Roser Rubs It In. 

Mayaville Ky.— Put me down 
two copies of the Moore Book and 
oblige. All men are born free and 
equal; but some of them manage to 
get on the police force afterwards. — 
I.Ol'IS ROSER. 

Appreciates the Blade. 

Cedaredge, Colo.— Enclose $2.00 P. 
O. order for Blade subscription $1.50; 
New Years compliment to editor, 50c 
as a token of appreciation of a FREE 
PKESS, scientifically, morally and po- 
litically, conducted, l/avely, Independ- 
ently. Intelligently and impartially by 
a broad minded PATRIOT OF AM. 
HUMANITY. — GEO. LEEoON. 

Worth More To Him. 
M. < : nnelsville. O.-Enclose And P. 
O. order for $2.00, for which apply on 
my subscription to the Blade. I am 
well pleased wlt.i yt.-ir paper and will 
take it as long as I am able to read it. 
I think It Is cheap enough at $1.50. 
and it Is worth Ave times the amount 

I will write yen again in a few days 
for son:e more books. 

I have finished reading Wilson's 
Trip to Rome' for the second time, 
nd I think It Is one or the most valu- 
able books I ever read. I wish It coul.l 
be read by every Christian. You 
put me down for one copy of Moore 
Book If you publish it — J. D. HOOPER 

Enjoyed Moore's Writings. 

Fairmont Castle. Fairmont Springs 
B C— Enclose.! please find 10 cents 
Send me five of Wilson's address at 
the funeral of Capt. Henry. I am 
alwaye interested In the Doctor's 
writings. I hope you are sailing along 
on a smoother ocean. I would like 
see the old B. O. B. prosperous. It 
deserve* It. You may put me down 
for one of the Moore memorial books. 
Dear old Bro. Moore. How I 
to love him for his brave honesty. 



fiappy Christ 
ir.— SAMUEL 



ADAM AND EVE 

TO THE DUMP 

Opinion of the Secular Press Upon the 
Work of the American As.ocla- 



Fleld Columbian Museum fought 
hard to Bave the pair, alleged to have 
been our first parents, and at whose 
graves Mark Twain wept so copiously, 
but It was of no use. The scientists 
tell us there could have been no Adam 
and Eve of blessed memory in a gar- 
den of Eden, and offer us as substl- 
. white, black, red, yellow, rus- 
copper-colored and black-andtan 
aa and Eves to account for au- 
thopological variations. 

Even admitting that the scientists 
are correct In this matter, would It 
have been kinder if they had kept 
the secret to themselves and not de- 
molish. -.] tlie dear old story at one fell 

Do they realize what havoc they 
have commute? If there was no 
Adam and Eve then there was no 
garden of Eden, with all the creatures 
that Adam named with Its purling 
brooks and flowery meads and chant- 
ing birds, with Its stately trees, and 
In their midst the tree of life and with 
the apple; no eviction from their 
home, no curse of labcr pronounced 
against them as they fled out of Eden 
rt-ror; no cherubim with naming 
sword, keeping watch and ward over 
the way that led to the tree of life. 



Sin 



We Are Under a Shadow. 

s a. —Put me down 



. for 



of the Moore memorial books. I 
iiu-e the book will sell well. The 
Blade I think is just O. K. Now if we 
only coul.l form an organization and 
er all Freethinkers. Liberals. In- 
fidels or whatever we shal' call our 
selves under one banner, 1 think it 
d be grand. I nave one Wetatein'a 



story, and some only lookTTJoAv If we 
could be unner one atandaVd 

could recognize each other, (the same 
aa any ether order, we woutfl t 
reckoned with, and we wcujkl amount 

something. Aa it la we' are, 
were, under a shadow. — ANTHONY O. 
NELSON. 

Blade Has Improved. 

Charleston, W. Va.— About a y 
ago, when Mr. M^ore made, what I 
gard as a brutal attack on Musi* Har- 
i. my admiration for him suffered 
a collapse and 1 should have dropped 
the Blade then, but my subscrii 
as paid a..ead, so I let It run m 
tending not tx> renew. But Mr. M 
having parsed away, and the E 
being thrown open to all subjects of 
public Interest, I have 

w for one copy (having been taking 
two copies) and so enclose the $1.50 
Although missing the piquant remarks 
of Mr. Moore. I think you have im- 
proved the Blade. — TOM 8WINBURN. 

Moral Health Superb, But 

McGregor, Iowa.— Enclosed find $1 
make us even to date. I have been 
taking your elixir vttae during the 
past ten ysars and herein testify that 
my moral health is superb. However, 
owing to age, poor eyes, 111 aealth 

ask you to defer further 
But, should I suffer a re 
lapse Into frenzied supeVatttlon, I will 
n squeal for help If not bankrupt 
c*arlty for me. I would rather 
sacrifice my moral Integrity for bread 
i free loaf Broni the hand 



(FROM CHICAGO TRIBUNE.) 
The American. Association for the 
Advancement of 8cience, . . . has 
ated Adam and Eve to the dump- 



The 
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The Elgin and Waltham Watch 
Co. 's. have Indirectly declared war c 
John . C. Dueber, of the " 
Watch Co., and smaller c 



Rj cjy^ynWittilvjaa 

>f?Trto"drh 7 e"out " 



out competitors or force 

them Into a Trust. But John C, 
many times a millionaire, who em- 
ployes Union Labor only — will not 
join them In their nefarious scheme. 
He promptly meet* all reductions 
male by the ol ler companies, until 
now watches are actually sold far be- 
low value. Note the lastest quotations: 
2.1 Jeweled "8p'l. Ry." $26; "New Ry." 
23 jwl's. $20; "John Hancock," 21 
Jewels. $16.60. or "Dueber W. Co.." 21 
jewels, only $16. Above all In silver- 
lne screw case prepaid, In 20-yea 
gold-filled case, $3 more. Every 
watch new from factory and guaran- 
teed to pass R'y Inspectors. 

The 17 Jeweled nampden, adjusted. 
$8: 17 jeweled, not adjuated, $7; 16 
jeweled. $6: 7 J 
td-nlled c 



this 



with 



■ is < 



$3 more, all pre- 
Buy now! When 
wit: pay 30 per 



Engagement Ring, Diamond Button 
Locket or Pin, don't you wish y-m 
could correctly Judge quality am 
value and buy them first hand from 
the Cutters and Importers and thus 
save 30 per cent or the dealers' 
profit? 

This you can do if will confide In 
ard order of me. I am an expert, se- 
lect Diamonds with great care from 
largest stock tn Cnicago. get lowest 
trade prices and best cash discounts. 
For my time and wo.k; for giving 
you the benefit of my 40 years' ex- 
perlence as a diamond merchant, I 
will only charge you 5 per cent. No 
Jeweler or catalogue house can com- 
pete with me. 

Send tor price lists .1 Watches, not 
listed here. CLalna. Jewelry. Rings 
Silver and Plated Ware. Optical 



GREATEST DISCOVERIES 

OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 

COD. SATAN AND HOLY QH08T ARE NOTHING BUT CREATIONS Of 
FICTION. HEAVEN AND HELL ARK ONLY MYTHS. CON- 
SCIOUS LIFE IS EXTINGUISHED AT DEATH. 



■uw uiuuvmj, ana iu scnooi 

! V^fh^rSpeTl^ 
is of study giver by the te* 



organ, "The Truth About God," which it publishes monthly, ana Its school. 

"The Central Kansas Business College." which t — *■ 

writing, Bookkeeping. Commercial Arithmetic. I 

and "The Truth About God" hi a general course o 

porary International Instructor for the chvrch. 

The Church haa 100 LIFE MEMBERS. It wtnu ftOO more to formall, 
inlae and incorporate. The first thousand member, will be the founder* 
organUers of the CHURCH OF HUMANITY. 

If you have loved ones you wish rescued from the Idolatry of worship- 
• dead man named Jesus an.' a myth named God. you should loin this 
Mi and It vtU aid you In freeing them, and In saving your posterity 




te the "TRUTH ADO IT 



ireat Bend, Kan., for blank aa- 



FORM 

FOR A NEW PRAYER 



■ » greater responsibility for his 
acts, and have a greater fear of doing 

xong" 

The word* of the young men are In 
great contrast with the emotions and 
moral make-up of Bh« rwv. J. K. 
Robert 1 have heard clergy 



Prayer To Subvert National 
Prosperity. 



(BY DR. T. J. BOWLES.) 
In a rcent speech at Washington 
city Secretary Leslie M. Shaw said 



•To those who still pray; get down 
on your knees and pray to God to save 
the country from Its prosperity." 

In response to Secretary Shaw's r 
quest the following prayer has be* 
suggested by one of the greatest ar 
best men in the United States, and 
eamestiy advise all praying people 1 
paste it In their bats, and if possible 
t It to memory, so as to be In 



sembly: 

"O, God, we come to Thee at Secre- 
tary Shaw's request on our bended 
knees, and implore Thy mercy. We ask 
Thee, U God, to save this country from 
us; but. If Thou cannot in tne plentl- 
tude of Thy mercy save thus country 
from us, then we beseech Thee to save 
us irom the country. Thou art aware 
how yellow Journalism hath arrayed 
the rabble against Jhy servants. Be- 
Viold what they have done to Thy ser 
vants, James Hazen Hyde, Richard 
ilcCurdy, our Coauncey, and Judge 
Hamilton, the keeper of the yellow 
dog. Ou rnames have been dragged 
before grand Juries, and did not Thy 
iaithlul servant, John 1>. Roctteteller, 
nave the time of has life dodging an 
officer of the law? 

"We have all been haled to the 
courts of justice, and had it not been 
for the immunity bath some of us 
would have gone to tj^e penitentiary. 
President Roosevelt now wants to tax 
our Incomes, and did not Cortelyou tax 
our Incomes to the full limit to i 

and election sure? 
, O Lord, that we have 
tried to save the country from Its 
prosperity and that we have succeeded 
fairly well. Had it not been for our 
handiwork, 0 Lord, wage earners, 
farmers and legitimate business men 
would be living in palaces, like Thy 
humble servants, and spending their 



r the same things. 
Surely, their religious education must 
have been defective. Goodness should 
not depend on religion, but rellg:~ 
soould be nourishon oy goodness. 

Historically atheists are among the 
beet people la the world^men and 
women. Adam Smith, author of the 
• Wealth of Nations." said: "Hume, 
the atheist, was as near perfect as the 
frailty of human nature would per- 
mit" John Stuart Mill was called the 



anlty Is animated by a social spirit, must give him the attributes of abso- 
but it Is a fact of history that the lute wisdom and Justice. If of all hu- 
churches/. r full 1500 years, as a whole man beings who have Inhabited this 
■have been the allies of the classes. I little globe since man first walked 
"1 enter upon this new work be- erect one even has, after the Btiffer- 
cause 1 long for a freedom which no ings of this short life, circumscribed 
man can enjoy In a pulpit where a few by his environment, bound down by 
men pay his salary and practically his animal nature and Its workings 
dictate what ue shall say. The pulpit , through the mind all d-erlved from de- 



"They, too, would be pursuing 
liberty and happiness In automobiles, 
and knowing as we do the business ol 
prosperity we would if possible save 
the masses from Its consequences. 
Thou knoweet, O Lord, that In order I 
to get U.e riches with which we build 
libraries, support churches, endow col- 
leges and build universities, It was 



blurts out. ' Blank Atheism," what do 
Intelligent men think of his ability and 



FOUND 

THE WACES OF SIN 



An Open Gas Jet Tells the Story and 
the Disgraced Priest With His 
Paramou* Ar e Found Dead 
Together. 



Ignominious death followed the sus- 
pension of Rev. Charles S. Quinn from 
the post of assistant pastor of St. 
ps' Roman Catholic Church, this 
Ills body and that of Miss S. 
Kiley, the former housekeeper at the 

In a room on the second floe 
boarding house at No. 228 
Eighteenth street, New York, 
was flowing from a fixture usee 
taching a heater, but a Jet 
Just above It indicated that the 
deaths of the pa!" had been caused by 

Father Quinn was well liked by the 
parishoners of St. Agnes, but about 
three weeks ago be was removed by 
Bishop McFaul, of the Trenton Dio- 
cese, because of ugly rumors floating 
about concerning his fondness for 
Miss Kiley, the attractive and Intelll 
gent housekeeper. Nor was that the 
sole e. in v.. hi his dismissal In disgrace, i 
At the funeral services over William I 
GaiTey a ocal character, who had not | 
led the bfst of lives the assistant | 



In America, with here and there a 
notable exception, Is a coward's cas 
tie. With my pen and my platform 
work I can. If necessary, preach for 
the love of it, and I emphatically say 
that there will never be In any pulpit 
In America a free expression of hon. 
est opinions as long as the conscienoes 
of the preachers are held In bondage 
and thraldom by a paid salary." 



PRIEST 

OF HIS OWN FAMILY 



fectlve ancestors, been condemned 
eternal torment he Is not a Cod but 
a monster fitly represented by thf 
Udeous South Sea Idols. Eternity Is 
a long time. 'A good man living or 
dead has no cause to fear the Gods." 
(Socrates J 

If God has those attributes of abso- 1 cf I 
lute wisdom and justice he never or" | Tak 
(lenined all the generations that 
Isted between the mythical Adam 
Christ to perdliism for a trifle, 
all the Jews and Pagans from 
time to Mis. even the crimes for cruel 



without any definite religion. I ask no 

one to change his sect on this ac- 
count. If one bas found tranquility of 
mind in Salt l<ake, Rome. Dowle's 
Zlon or T<?eds Estero I would advise 
him to stay there. But If like many 
he can only deny I throw these Ideas 
out for him to follow. They need not 
one dollar of his money, no priests, no 
churches^ no mediator, no atonement 
Alone during the unking hours of -mid- 
night he must search bis own soul to 
see whet'iier he Is living according to 
the laws of nature, or not. He must 
draw his own conclusion but the sui- 
cide is the coward forsaking the field 



to. I win i 
, crowd of the I 



men of all professions, men who are 
great enounh and successful enough 
to be honest in Rome or Madrid, Paris 
o r Ixmdon. Havana. Washington. New 
York or Chicago, or any other great 



Is the Part That Should Be Played By t 
Every Man — What Happens To 
One Must Happen To All. 
The Truth Can Hurt No 
Msn. 



of Nero would be of feather weigh* city, the centers of Intelligence and 
in comparison. I have never seen the broach these ideas. You will find nine 
individual deserving the thousandth out of ten of those men agreeing wife. 

pens to one happens to all. "Any- 1 Solomon, of Socrates, of Marcus An 

I The 



The following splendid, article has 
been sent to us for publication. We 
do not know the author, but a 
came from a friend whom we 
know, and because of its real merit, 
the Blade Ib pleased to use it. It ap- 
peared in tue columns of the Tribune 
published at Tanipa^ Florida, and It is 
a good sign of intellectual progress 
when a newspaper that has to depend 
upon the general public for support 
will print suco an article. It reads 
as follows: 

Permit one who witnessed the Spar- 
ring match between Teed and Cad dy 
and who thinks they are equally in 
error to present a few thoughts on 
that subject. Now that old bell' fs 
are being torn up and so many a r e 



the inquiring mind. The writer courts 
answers from both parties or ti.eir 
followers. He only wants the Uuth 
wherever it may be found. 

The universe is infinite both In trine 
and extent. Our most powerful gltss- 
" an* 



death is neither .o be feared nor shun- 
ned." (Marcus Aurellus.) Nor Is it 
the part of absolute wisdom and Jus- 
tice to be swayed. Hi 
of nature, have never varied a hair's 
breadth. Miracles were and are im- 
possible. Consequently prayers, gifts, 
processions, beating of tom-toms and 



Eve 



Photography 



should be 
the priest In his own family. If he 
to pay his money to some one else to 
feels himself Incapable and Is willing 
keep him In the way of wisdom, let 
him do so. If he robs his family or 
himself of the comforts of life as a 
Are insurance In the next world he is 
foolish. Pausanis says In his "Descrip- 
tion of Greece," that over one door to 
the temple at Adelphi was the inscrip- 
tion "Know Thyself." Over the other 
"Not too much of Anything." These 
sum up all religion all philosophy and 
all rules of conduct. Moderation in 
everything leads to most happiness In 
living and to the most secure evening 
of a longer life. The most religious 
man is the man who sistrches most 
consistently after the truth, ttiie laws 
of nature which regulate himself and 
his environment the universe, and 
follows those laws. The high priests 
of the true religion are such men as 
Archimedes. Galileo, Buffon, Newton, 
Darwin, Pasteur, LlsteT and other 
epoch-making benefactors of the hu 
man race, who took nothing for grant- 
ed in r. ei r- hunger for the truth. 



rellus, of Spinoza, of 
Great, of Voltaire, of Napoleon, of 
Jefferson, Emerson and Lincoln. It 
will be the religion of tthe intelligent 
portion of the human race ten thou- 
sand years after the knowledge of the 
existence of all Christianity shall 
have faded from the mind* of the com 
mon people. 



ONE CROP THAT 
WASN'T HARVEST 

What Will Teddy and God Think On 
Judgment Day Over the Doings Of 
One Of the Dearly Beloved? 



Thanksgiving made them grunt and 
eat, 

Until the paunch outgrew the feet: 
They tried to walk, but not a step; 
No shucking corn that eve, you bet. 

They lueld their belts and howled with 
pain, 

And. then to prayer they went 
again; 

"Dear Lord, we beg. if you don't care 
Remove this awful load we bear." 

But what the douce oareed Jove, if 
cake, 

And goose gave them the stomach 
ache? 

But what will God and Teddy say 
The morning of the Judgment day? 
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i that 
lytbing 



pay our employes, overcharge our cus- 
tomers, own political bosses, corrupt 
courts, bribe officials, gobble up fran- 
chises, and buy lawmakers like cattle. 
All these things. O Lord, we did In 
Thy holy name. Therefore we ask 
i hee, O Lord, to let the heathen rage 
and the common people Imagine vain 
things. We have done our utmost to 
rave the country from lie prosperity, 
but Thy servant. Secretary S.iaw, says 
that we need Thy nelp to complete the 
Job. 

"Therefore we beseeech Thee to 
smile upon us while we subvert popu- 
t the election of 
e people, 

orush municipal ownership, shelter 
trusts from harm, deteat direct nomi- 
nations for public office, subsidize the 



undals or a financial nature 
In. circulation and finally a 
mittee of the parish visited Bishop 
McFaul and Father Qulnn's dismissal 
followed. About a week later Father 
O Farrell, pastor of the church, died 
and disgrace of his assistant, 
said, had muci to do with his fatal 
illness. 



lar government, prevc 



nopoly. loot funds reserved for widows 
and orphans, and ours shall be the 
glory, but Thou, O Lord, shall have a 
share of the swag, worlds without end. 



BRITISH SKY PILOT 

(Continued from page One 



lords of heaven and hell, will take care 
that he Is kept under some control. 
His "lowest passlonB" might suggest 
an act that would lead to twelve 
years penal servitude. Surely It might 
be "worth while" to practice self-re- 
straint If only to avoid that unpleas- 
ant experience. We hope the revet 
gentleman's head (letting his heart 
alone) la equal to this simple calcula- 
tion. — London Freethinker. 

Now hear the young men speak for 
themselves. The faith of a class of 
students In the Columbia University, 
New York City, was put to the test not 
/jug ago, according to the newspapers 
by the propounding, among others, the 



"What 
Istence of God 
life?" 

Thirteen of the young men 
would not make the least bit of 
Terence In their daily lives If they had 
not heard of God. 

One bright young fellow was candid 
enough to say, while admitting there 
was probably such a being In exist- 
ence. If God did not exist be should 



his 

vn and had not 



Je^my^ScelvSffi^to^^ihe 

n of the universe. That in com- 
i with infinity preceding It. Is 



i existed be! si 



the double tragedy caused a big t 
sation here. Miss Klley left the ■ 
tory about a week ago. 

Mrs. Wallace, proprietor of the New 
York boarding house, said the couple 
had been at the house since Tuesday 
evening. The man called at the house 
last week and inquired about the price 
of a room for a married couple. When 
Informed that It would be $4 per week 
he said that was rather too much for 
i to pay, as he was out of work, 
was not seen again unUl last Tm-s 
day, when he called and engaged the 
l. In the evening he returned 
with the woman. 

The couple carried between them 
four grips and satchels. In one of the 
satchels the Coroner found some sll- 
rare. These consisted of spoons, 
knives, forks, ladles, sugar tongs and 
few other sfnall pieces. One of the 
smaller spoons bore the name "O'Far- 
rell." 

On a bureau In the room was found 
telegram which Father Quinn had 
;nt Miss Klley, 
meet him in New York. 



PULPIT 

(Continued From Page One) 



■Beyond the mere superflces Chris- 
tianity has not as yet been taught in 
the churches and therefore It caunot 
be truthfully said that Christianity in 
New York is a failure, because it has 
never been a fair trial. 

• I am not leaving the Church; 1 am 
simply seeking to accomplish the mis 
sion of Jesus, and 1 believe as condi 
tlons exist in New York to-day I can 
do so better outside a church building 
than In one. In the theatre I ha' 
leased there will be a common meeting 
ground for all the people. irrespecUt 
of poverty or riches. 

urch the preacher Is e 
peeled to conserve the heritage of the 
past; I believe the preacher should be 

contribute both with pen and voice to 
the moulding of the future. Chrlstl- 



duratlon 
parison 

Incomparably less than the wlnU of an 
eye in the life of a centenarian, during 
all of which Urn 
he made up his 
thing, a creator \ 
absurdity. God i 
to write in Engl! 

same timed: neither could exist \ 1th 
out the other. This universe is ta- 
bued with the spirit of life and Is sub- 
ject to immutable laws. That spirit 
and those laws we may call God. Lteus, 
Trios, Allah or what we will. If a 
principle is not in accordance with the 
laws of nature it is not a law of Qod. 
Man was not created in God's image 
for he has no form. Following the 
law of the conservation of energy the 
human soul had no beginning and will 
have no end. "The mind of man never 
was created and never will be ex- 
tinct." (Cicero.) It Is an infln.tely 
small part of the ever existing God 
and at the end of this living organisa- 
tion is reabsorptlon. John Jones 
exist as John Jones. £ 
forever. The waters of tl 
Hlllahoro River rue into the sea. Th< 

be Hillsboro River but they 
do not cease to be water. God never 
revealed a word to the heman 

race. 

ciple of ethics and science by hard 
labor out of his own mind. Think 

iple was wrong, how loug it 
took to learn, the germ theory of dls- 
Even now justice and equity Is 
ed to apply only to people of 
our particular tribe, our particular re 
Slon. 

There Is no Devil. No such a thing 
as evil ever existed. "All sin is only 
h wrong use of existing good." (St. 
Augustine.) The good are only wise. 
The wicked are only foolish." (So- 
crates.) Consequently there Is noj 
hell. The follies of men whether as 
individuals or as nations bring their 
own punishment. No prayers, no 
gifts will alleviate it. Either lu self 
o r children who are parts of self all 
wrong doing must be expiated. Search 
your own mind. Not one living per- 
son has told me otherwise than that 
he has suffered already almost beyond 
endurance for his sins. Then we must 
only question whether we must suffer 
twice for the same offense. "Trouble 
not yourselves over the wrong doing 
of your neighbor. Perhaps he bas not 
done wrong." (Marcus Aurellus.) 
What one religion says Is right an' 
other says is wrong. So all over the 
world. If we must acknowledge an 
all pervading regulating spirit we 



truth. „ 

Many say: "All this is probably 

true but I question whether the world 
is ready for it or would be benefitted 
by Its substitution for Christianity. 
I thought so myself in my earlier 
years but In my old age I agree with 
that the truth can hurt no 
no people If It be the truth, 
ay: "I can subscribe to all 
s the Son of 



accept 

God than Is any right living man. He 
was the Illegitimate Son of Panthers 
a Greek captain in the Roman service. 
(Celsus. the Talmud, etc.) He united 
the Greek idolatry 'with the Jewish 
faith. (John Fiske.) In a village 
where ancestry was known as in 
Greece back to the age of mythology, 
he was rldcule of his boy and girl aso- 
clataes. Feeling ills equality, yes his 
mental superiority, he could not see 
why lacking the blessing of the priest- 
hood on his parents he was an inferior 
to the others. Like all other illegiti- 
mates he was insurgent. Knowing 
that no power on earth could make 
him like the other Jews he appealed 
to the laws of the universe and align- 
ith the whole human 
Like all other prophets, 



(BY J. H. SCHWARTZ.) 
We have It upon excellent authority 
that the "best laid plans of mice and 
men gang aft agtoe." and the state- 
ment is just as true today as when It 
was first penned. 

Not so very long ago, Roosevelt and 
Cod, decreed, Jointly, that Thursday. 
November 30, should lie observed as a 
day of feasting prayer and Thanksgiv- 
ing. It seems to me that such a pow- 
erful mandate should cnuse that day 
t 0 be held In more relluious awe than 
Sunday. It doesn't happen to be so 
down our way. 

Near Marshall, III. wl ere the writer 
of this article lives, tuere resides a 
farmer who Is one of he main props 
Thu- of church and I* so fulsomely pious 
t . at he jnust pray ov< r the salt-shake 
before he can use it at grub time. 
Courtjesy forbids me .t o m ention his 
nanvr. In spite of his exrTPme holiness 
and pletv he has an eye keen for bust 
ness He wanted to get his hired 
hands to work through Thanksgiving 
Day and tried to cheat them by promis- 
ing roast goose. It seems, then, that 
Christians can forget their God for the 
sake of a few nubbin* and to Illustrate 
what happened I have made up the 
balance of the story In rhyme: 



race. 



A saintly farmer lives near our town, 
Whose crop of corn was much blown 
down; 

In whispers, said he, "I do believe, 
I'll trick the hands Thanksgiving 



"Good wife, go kill a big, fat goose, 
The largest you may care to chooe< 

And stuff It plump as plump can be 
Then show it to Ue hands for me." 

That nlg-nt. at Bupper, In came the wif 
With nice dressed goose and carving 
knife; 

He, pointing, said. "Let's all agree to- 
morrow morn, 
PI] roast this goose If youH shuck 



WARI 

The Elgin and Waltham Watch 
Co.'s. have Indirectly declared war on 
John C. Dueber. of the Hampden 
Watch Co.. and smaller competitors. 
By continually reducing prices they 
hope to drive out competitors or force 
them Into a Trust. But John C, 
many times a millionaire, who em- 
ployes Union Labor only — will not 
join them in their nefarious scheme. 
He promptly meets all reductions 
male by the oiler companies, until 
now watches are actually sold far be- 
low value. Note the laetest quotations: 
23 jeweled "Sp'l. Ry." $26; "New Ry." 
23 Jwl's. 120; "John Hancock," 21 
jewels, $16.60. or "Dueber W. Co.." 21 
Jewels, only $16. Above all In sllver- 
ine screw case prepaid, in 20-yea 
gold-filled case. $3 more. Every 
watch new from factory and guaran- 
teed to pass R'y Inspectors. 

The 17 jeweled .lampden. adjusted. 
$8; 17 Jeweled, not adjusted, $7; 15 
jeweled, $C: 7 jeweied. ♦4.60. In 20- 
year gold-filled case $3 more, all pre- 
paid with guarantee. Buy nowl When 
this war is over you wll: pay 30 per 
cent more. 

WHEN IN SEARCH OF A DIAMOND 

Engagement Ring, Diamond Button 
Locket or Pin, don't you wish y">u 
could correctly Judge quality an. 
value and buy them first hand from 
the Cutters and Importers and thus 

ive 30 per cent or the dealers' 

roflt? 

This ycu can do If will confide In 
ard order of me. I am an expert, se- 
lect Diamonds with great care from 
largest stock ln,Cnicago, get lowest 
trade prices and hast cash dlscounta 
For ray time 4nd Wo.k; for giving 
yon the benefit* of my 40 years' ex- 
perience as a diamond merchant, I 
will only charge you 6 per cent. No 
Jeweler or catalogue house can com- 
pete with me. 

Send for price lists f Watches, not 
listed here. CLalns, Jewelry, Rings 
Sliver and Plated Ware, Optical 
Goods, Ingers fipoons, F. T. Badges 
and My Tract, 'Theism In the Cruci- 
ble," free. 

OTTO WETTSEIN, 
LaGrange. Cook Co., lit 
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nd his followers believed 
as the Mormons believe In 
the miracles of Joseph Smith. As to 
their calling Him the "Son of God," 
falling In a lawful Jewish father he 
was the child of the universe. Such a 
claim was aUo the commonest thing 
in history. Buddha, Hercules, Romu- 
lus. Plato, Sclplo the younger and 
hundreds of others I could name were 
given that paternity. We find It 
among the Hindoos, the Greeks, Roni- 
gans. Japanese Aztecs, Mayas, 
Apaches and even the Esquimaux. In 
fact It is pretty hard to find a people 
that had none such. They were about 
as common among the Greeks. Rom- 
ans, Japanese. Aztecs, tthe United 
States. History has a record of over 
2000 prior and since Jesus who claim- 
ed to be the Messiah, the anointed, 
which the word Christ means in 
Greek, Illinois lri our own time has 
produced two Chrlsts, Schwelnfurth 
and Teed, two prophets. Joseph Smith 
at Nauvoo and Dowie. Elijah III. 
Zion. and one Jttin the Baptist who 
goes around the streets of Chicago 
every day bearing a sign to tt 
There Is another Christ now in Lon- 

This is all. It Is the result of over 
40 years study of all the religious sys- 
tems of the world and all its schools 
of philosophy and living in Catholic 
Mohammedan. Buddhist and Mormon 
countries as well as hearing Dowie 
and Teed, and living among tribes 



Next morn they crowd the festal board 
Methinks this was the prayer. "O 
Lord: 

If It makes no difference to you 
Well stuff our hides as big as two." 
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